Berly History snd Personal Recollections of Northeast Harbor.
by Cora Savage rhillips.

The first vermanent settler at Northeast Harbor, as far as I can
learn, was John lanchester, who settled at vanchester Foint as early
es 1775, His son, John Manchester 2nd., was my mother's grandfather
he often told his grandchildren stories :f the hardship and orivation
the femily suffered in those early yeurs here. THOSe wWere Revolution-
ary times. One story 1 remember hearing from my mother; an English
ship was aﬁchored near the mouth .1 the sound for some time, and cne day
a boat load of men care ashcre and nade a raid dn the lianchester home,
¥r. Menchester had gcne hunting, sc was nct at home to remonsirate,
They took the oxen and cows, drove them down on the beach, and there killed
and quarted them, hide and all, angd took them away‘to their ship. Then
not being satisfied with that, they tcok all cf their potatoes and other
stores which they had nrovided for their winter use, 4and to ccmplete
their cruelty they wantonly destroysd all their ccoking utensils and told
them they could starve, However, there was one young cow which had stray-
ed away that the men did nct get, &nd wr, saznchester wus fortunate in havirn
his gun with him, which served him to good ourvose later, when a moose
came out of the woods one dasy and started +to ®wim across the sound.
He, with his good wife, ran for their canoe® and started in oursuit, she
with the paddle and he vith his trusty flint lock ready., THey came back
vicetorious and their .urder was renlenished. So, with the help of the
milk from the cow, witn fish and clams and with game frou the fcrest,
they lived through the _ong winter, I cannot give the exact year ol this
occurence, de have record that ir. .anchester served in Lachias four
months in Capt. Steohen Swiths Comeany, 2nd ke me doubt took part in the
capture of the Murguretta at ..achias June 12, 1775, as he #us oi the

petitioners to tue gzaneral court :row that settlement way 2565th. Le also



served in Co?wuenjamin voster's negiwent in 17773

I have a printed obituary dn Zant. John Manchester 2nd., which my
mother found in an o0ld paver at ner father's housse many years 8Z0.
The obituary reads, " In Mount Desert, on the 14th inst. Capt John
Menchester, aged 84 yesrs, he was born in sachias but came to Lt. Desert
with his father as early ac 1775, #hen there were but three fsmilies 4n
it. Desert. If he has nct lived to see %he desert blossomn as the rose
l1iterally, he has lived to se groal changzes. The inhabitants have in-
creased from scme twenty tc more thun ome hundred times thut nupber. He
was an industrious and honest wan, und cosses tho zo0d will of all who
knew him.,"

I have no record of who the second fauxily was to gettls at Hortheast
Harbor,

Mr. John Savage wss born 4n Glasgow, Scotland, dn the year 1756,
He came to this country at the sge of fcurteon and lunded at Salem, ..a8s8.
sccording to records, he enlisted frcu Larblehead in way 1775, He frught
in the battle ¢f Bunker Hill end resigned in 1781 as wuieutenunt, after
the close of the war he married Sarsh Dolliver and settled st ..arblehead,
mass, Lr. Savage wcved to ..t. Desert and landed &% darbor Brook in 1798.
I think the Roberts family settled here at about the same time, also
several othsr families fol.owed; Stanley, Davis, dasgatt, Richardson, and
others,

Seal Harbor was first settled in 1609 by John Clement, whose anceators
came from iarwickshire, 2Zngland, snd settled in Haverhill, ..ass. in 1640.
Mr. Cleremt was a cconar by trade, and also eng 79d in the fishing business.
He built = house on the sast side .t sSeal Harbor, where the Campbell cot-
tage now stands.

Meny of the sarly settlers canc to this vicinity owing
fishing grounds, and f'r the wood and lumber which could be rarzeted by

their coasting vescels., Their first homes were, of course, crude und rough,



but as years west by and the settlers had cleared ths lund and made 3ome
progress in farming and tishing and taking their supplies of wcod and
lumber, fish and farming products to the westward markets, bringing back
supplies in return for their 1abot. They were able to build batter hceuses
and to have more comforts,.

The early settlers of it, Dasert sesm to have been of good hardy stock,
lew ebiding, w=nd industrious, Their sccial and religious privileges were
nnt what they are today, but they were mores faithful tc remember th~ 32bb:t}
day, and keep it holy, than meny ci their descendants at the vresent time.

I remevber ¥y grandfiethor Tolww telling me that she, with her sisters
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and others in their younger days hud zons to religious meetings from North-
esst Harbor to the Center many times, they w-uld go in & t.et across to
Norwocd's Cove, thence by a ble-ed trail thr ugh t@e woods. 4lso that they
were so eareful ®f their shoes and stockings that they would teke then in
their hends, end out them cn when ne:rly tc the church. In my mother's
girlhood days Southwest harbor wos t ¢ center fcr religicus services, which
were held at t e cld white church st lainset, many of t e inhabitants of
Northeast Larbtor owned vews in the crurch there -'nd in swrmer tine it wos
customary for everycme wro cculd tc go over by boat tc meeting. 1 remen-
ber having been in thre church only once. I was vsry young, but cuan remem-
ber the cunning little dcors which led into the oews and «1so remember the
music,the choir sat in & belcony «t =:o beack 1T the church and kr, Butler,

my aunt's husband plzyed cn a iz bass vicel, I think there were obtuar

instruments but he wss the center ettraction fcr me as I knew him sc
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Looking back on my eu.ly life at tre time cof tre civil war, snd ncw
at the present timwe, I se~ gre.t cn ages, In my young d=ys we knew evocyrco.
in North~ st Harbor =nd I think 1lsc in .eal azardbdbr, It was customary tc X

visit back and forth and tc neizhtor trgether wmorz closely than we d: =t
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like one big family.

I will name the fumilies who lived in Northeast .arbor in my early
gchool dsys, beginning at the sorth ind cf the village near the present
golf links: Nr. snd irs. James Corson, 1:virg with her father end mother;
Mr, end Mrs., Davis Wasgatt; Cart, 2nd trs. Asa Smallidge and family,
living with her parents Capt, pod Mrs. Joseph Stanley; Waj. end irs. John
Nsrchester end family; Nr. andé Kre, John Lanciiester whc lived in the oplace
now owned by Mr. Thomes Fennelley; Capt. and .rs. Thomas luanchester and
tamily; Cent. Sans. ¥hitrore and fumily; Cavt, Nsthan Smallidge and -
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fsmily; wr. James riloatrick, #hose home was on the snot where the iioek
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End now stands; Capt. Thcmes smallidze and family, 1la ter the home of
ir. and Mrs. Stephen Skmellidge which is now the summer home of Lrs.
Lincoln Godfryy, next Zsguire paniel Kimball and femily whose house
was on the site where the Kimball Hcouse is now situated.

Josigh Smallidge and family house where the brick school house is
located. Coming back down the hill and toward the head of the harbor,
we pass :nrs. Willilam -tanleys house, whefe Ccapt. and drs., FRazier lived
with her mother, the father being desd before my remembrance. S0 We
keep on up around the hesd of the harbor till we come to capt. Frank
Loberts house where ..r. lkobpre now lives; next the foberts place now
owned by ir. Kimball where .r. and .rs. §illiem Kkoberts lived, also
capt. end ..rg. Horace Roberts; next Capt and .rs. John Savage house
where the asticou Inn now stends and the last house on the road was
the home of ..C. Savege. There Wus still another house in the villege
nesr where irs. 3ILwerd Stanleys bungalow is located where 1 remember
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visiting Lrs. Fennellyywith my mother when I was very young. There
wag but one store in Northkeast narbor in those days, owmed by Esquire
Kimbsll near where the Clitton house ig located. <I[he supplies were

mostly groceries and hardware. In those days we had to send awvay Tor

meny things in the line of dry goods snd wesring apparel. It was



customary for the fathers snd brothers as they Were coasting back
and forth to bring home many nice things to their families,

I heve heard my father say he h=d even been intrusted with the
gselection of a spring bomnet, :he village school house was located
a short distance north of the present brick school house. The school
building vwas used for religious meetings and all public gatherings,
such as singing sbhool$ spelling schools, lyceums and drametic entertain-
ments. We were fortunzte in having some good teachers in those days,
end others that were the reverse. L remember one incident of correc-
tion which I received from one of my teacliers., My seat was in front
of two of the oldest scholars in school, young ladies - I wee about
twelve years old at the time. One of the young women in gquestion
took a notion to rearrsnge her hair in school - it was the day of
the Chignon or waterfall and she conceived the idga of pinning it
on to my head; so deftly pinning up my braids she added the Chignon.
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#ith the exception of the two girls in question who were diligently
studying their lessons, I was called out to stand in the floor,
that the whole school might see end sdmire., [he young ladies who did
8ll the hair dressing were not reprimanded. . wondered if I was
wholly to blesme that time.

Yy earlest recollection of the Post Office was locsted on the
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place now owned by J.H.Curtis, Thomss iasvatt postmaster. srom there
it was moved to the head of th; harbor now called Asticou,with?érank
Roberts a8 postmaster. This was the only post cffice for both
Northeast and Seal Harbor's. vrom ..r, roberts house the ofiice was
moved to .r. S,N, Gilpatricks, irs. Gilpatrick being post mistress
for some years till Gtephen Smallidge wa.: appointed vost master,
and from that timwe the post cffice has been located on wain Street.

In my school days there was but one town road in fortheast Harbor,

the same that connects with the 3SEal Harbor and Somesville roads at



Pedders corner so-called, und extending over prectically the ssme routs
along past nain street and on up around the corner and over the present
main road to Jonas Corsons near the 4olt Links. There were four ori-
vate wsys leading from this road;one to Lr, £imbslls; one to ir. Gil-
patricks] ome to ir. John liunchesters amd cne to ..r. Asa Smallidge's.
When I reflect on the changes that have taken place in Northeast Har-
bor in my remembrsnce, I wonder if the next sixty years will bring

as many or greater changes,



